
Funding provided by the Manitoba Government

Welcome to today's presentation! We're here to learn about the GROW Program, an 
initiative designed to support sustainable land and water management practices.
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GROW and Conservation Trusts
2018: Conservation Trust - $102 million
2019: GROW Trust - $52 million

• Supports WD delivery of GROW projects / incentives.
2020: Wetlands GROW Trust - $50 million

Permanently Endowed with The Winnipeg Foundation.

Amount of funding available each year is based on the interest that the Trusts make.

MHHC Administers the Funding through a Competitive Granting Process. 

Stable, annual funding for Conservation Projects in Manitoba.
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Watershed 
Based

GROW Programs established by Watershed Districts

Funding for Districts to develop a Local GROW Program to support actions and priorities 
from Integrated Watershed Management Plans (IWMPs)
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Local GROW 
Committee 

Each Watershed District 
establishes a Local GROW 
Committee (LGC)

Representation by Agricultural 
Producers

Each Watershed District establishes a Local GROW Committee (LGC)
Representation by Agricultural Producers
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Locally Driven and Producer Focused

Local GROW Committees:

1. Establish local priorities and target areas

2. Provide input on funding applications

3. Establish annual incentive payment rates and project cost-shares (how much 
landowner will contribute to projects)

4. Determine term lengths based on GROW criteria

5. Meet regularly to prioritize and approve projects

6. Spread the word! Promote the GROW program and help identify 
landowners. Share projects and good news stories with neighbours and 
community.
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Project 
Eligibility

GROW FUNDING
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Quick and Easy 
Determination 
Projects can be eligible if it 
provides a benefit to the health of 
the watershed, and you are not 
profiting from the funding provided. 

Projects can be eligible if it provides a benefit to the health of the watershed, and 
you are not profiting from the funding provided
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GROW 
Activities 
Catalogue

1. Water Retention

2. Wetland Conservation, 
Enhancement, Restoration

3. Riparian Area 
Management

4. Buffer Establishment –
Shelterbelts, Perennial Cover

5. Upland Area Conservation, 
Enhancement, Restoration

Innovative Approaches – new technology, delivery mechanism / practice

Eligible Practices
Ineligible Practices
Reporting Metrics
Terms of Landowner Agreements
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Water Retention
GROW ACTIVITY
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Water Retention Eligible Practices

Eligible Practices
• Temporary back floods
• Small dams
• On-farm water retention basins
• Permanent or temporary water retention (berms / gated culverts)

Landowner Contract Term: 10 years 
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Water 
Retention

Ineligible 
Practices

Ineligible 
• Consolidation of wetlands
• Irrigation infrastructure (can be integrated into a GROW project at 

owners expense)
• Surface / sub-surface drainage
• Dugout construction
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Wetland Conservation, 
Enhancement & 
Restoration 
GROW ACTIVITY
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Wetland Conservation Type ½ Wetlands

Eligible Practices
Conservation

• Class 1 and 2 wetlands on annual croplands or Class 1 to 3 soils
• Can be annually cropped through, just not drained or filled
• Priority is the most at risk wetlands – less than 5 acres, many on 

one quarter.
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Cropland: In early spring (ground frozen)

Cropland: Later Spring Hayland: Early summer

Pasture: In early spring (ground frozen)

First wetlands to fill with standing water after snowmelt or storm events. 
• Shallow water lasting only a few weeks after spring snowmelt and for several days 
after heavy rainstorms. 
• Usually cultivated in the spring and can be seeded in dry and normal years. Class 2 
wetlands can be flooded in wet years through spring seeding and sometimes 
seeded later than the rest of the land. 
• Class 1 wetland vegetation in cultivated fields are more likely to have annual 
weedy species due to high levels of disturbance.
Class 1 wetlands in areas of permanent cover (native and tame pastures, haylands) 
are more likely to have perennial species like goldenrod, aster and Kentucky 
bluegrass
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Wetland Enhancement Eligible Practices

Alternate Watering System, fenced off wetland.  - Funding to fence and watering 
system

Enhancement
• Projects that improve wetland health such as perennial cover buffer around 

wetlands, grazing management to limit disturbance - fencing to exclude 
grazing, off-site watering 
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Wetland Restoration Eligible Practices

Restoration
• Earthen plug in wetland drain.

Terminal Basin
• Chronic flooded situations; commitment of the landowner to covert 

to permanent cover when conditions permit.

Landowner Contract Term: 10 years 
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Wetland Activity
INEL IGIBLE PR ACTICES

Ineligible
• Projects part of compensation requirements under The Water Rights 

Act
• Conservation of Class 3, 4 and 5 wetlands

17



Riparian Area 
Management 
GROW ACTIVITY
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Riparian Conservation Eligible Practices

Eligible Practices
Conserving Existing healthy riparian areas, or riparian buffers

Landowner Contract Term: 5 to 10 years 
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Riparian Enhancement Eligible Practices

Enhancement
• Fencing to optimize grazing impacts and alternative watering systems. 

Well establishment eligible. Pipelines extending from water source to 
trough are eligible; less than 300m.

• Improvements to stream crossings to reduce erosion.
• Re-establishment of vegetation.
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Riparian Restoration Eligible Practices

Restoration

• Streambank stabilization
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Buffer Establishment –
Shelterbelts, Perennial 
Cover
GROW ACTIVITY
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Buffer Establishment Eligible Practices

Establishment
• Creating a new buffer such as:

• Shelterbelt / Eco-buffer (multi-species)
• Perennial cover buffer
• Grassed waterway
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Buffer 
Enhancement 
& Restoration

Eligible Practices

Enhancement
• Expanding an existing buffer (adding rows to a shelterbelt, increasing 

the width of grassed waterway)
• Adding different tree species into an existing shelterbelt

Restoration
• Re-establishment of buffer vegetation
• Removal / pruning of dead or diseased trees

24



Buffer I N EL I G IBL E  PR ACTI CES

Ineligible: Trees intended for harvesting / economic benefit, ornamental trees, 
species vulnerable to disease, purchase / relocation of established trees.
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Upland Area Conservation, 
Enhancement, Restoration
GROW ACTIVITY
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Upland Conservation Eligible Practices

Conservation
• Existing native prairie and woodlands / highly erodible areas

Landowner Contract Term: 5 to 10 years 
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Upland Enhancement Eligible Practices

Enhancement
• Improved woodlot management

• Development of woodlot plan
• Selective harvest to promote diversity – approved 

woodlot management plan
• Connectivity of woodlots
• Reduction of grazing in sensitive woodlots
• Understory planting

• Native range management practices
• Fencing that supports improved grazing (such as 

rotational grazing)
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Upland 
Restoration

Eligible Practices

Restoration
• Soils – soil health crops that improve watershed health
• Former natural areas
• Severely degraded areas
• Block planting of woodlands
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How to Apply 

1. Go to www.redboine.ca

2. Go to Programs & 
Applications

3. Select General Application 
Form 

4. Fill out Form and Submit 

1. Go to www.redboine.ca

2. Go to Programs & Applications

3. Select General Application Form 

4. Fill out Form and Submit 
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Application 
Helpful 
Hints Provide as much 

detail as possible
Provide estimates and 

overall costs with 
proof (invoices, 

estimates)

Generally - apply 
BEFORE you purchase 

anything

Provide as much detail as possible
Provide estimates and overall costs with proof (invoices, estimates)
Generally - apply BEFORE you purchase anything
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Decision 
Making
GROW COMMIIT TEE
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Target Areas

1. Boyne-Morris IWMP

2. Stephenfield Lake IWMP

3. Tobacco Creek Model Watershed

4. AAFC Living Labs Project Area

5. La Salle River

6. Assiniboine River Basin Initiative

Linking Local GROW Programs to IWMPs and Watershed Priorities

• Prioritizing funding to target specific areas.

• Riparian Projects prioritized in Severe Erosion Risk areas

• Increased funding for project implementation in target areas.

• More funding available for shelterbelts in regions at risk for soil erosion.

• Annual payments to support projects in target areas 

• Higher / targeted annual incentive payments in high risk areas.
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• Opportunity to develop innovative programs.

GROW Applications are a competitive granting process.

Links to IWMPs strengthen and support GROW applications.
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Prioritizing 
Projects

Local GROW Committees meet regularly to approve projects

Develop local priority calculators

• to align projects with GROW Guide

• Transparency in project approval process based on watershed 

health.

• Link to IWMP goals

• Prioritize local land management for watershed benefits.

34



Incentives

Annual Payments To Landowners

$75-$150 Per Acre 

Up To 10 Year Contracts

Establishment Costs 

85% funding

15% landowner

Considerations for establishment costs:

GROW committees should consider the landowner cost-shares (the amount the 
landowner contributes, either cash or in-kind, to the establishment of the project

75-150/acre for incentive up to 10 years
Establishment cost covered at 85% percent, landowners must contribute 15%
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Timelines

15 Feb.

Intake #1

15 May

Intake #2

15 Aug.

Intake #3

15 Nov.

Intake #4

Up to 4-6 weeks to process and get a response
Apply BEORE starting your project or before purchasing an item needed for your project 
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Buffer Establishment

Wetland Conservation

Buffer Establishment

Wetland Enhancement
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